
City of Adrian– Human Relations Commission 

AGENDA - PRE-MEETING – ON ZOOM TUESDAY  
March 23, 2021 6 p.m. 

Public Meeting                                     
    Human Relations Commission Pre-meeting - study sessions are open to the public and the public is    
    invited to attend. 
         I.   Roll Call   

Commissioners Present:  Mayor Angela Sword-Heath, Commissioner Andre’a Benard,  
               Commissioner Joaquin Ramos, Commissioner Ashley Cavazos-Franck, Commissioner De’Angele  
               Boone, Commissioner Christopher Carter, Commissioner Pat Harvat, Commissioner Dylan  
               Barron.     
               Excused Absence: Commissioner Lindsay Patton 
 

       II.   Review Town Hall: 
Commissioner Harvat:  I was glad to Learn about the Mental Heath Mobil Unit coming to our  
Community.   We gave them suggestions for where the Mobil Unit could go when they come to  
our community twice a month. (Where Mobil Unit to be: Food Pantry, Homeless Shelter,  
East end of Adrian)  We need to advertise in English and in Spanish.   
Commissioner Boone: I think it was an opportunity for CMH to connect with us for possible  
collaboration.  It gives an opportunity for reaching out and connecting.  I learned about  
opportunities and resources that I wasn’t aware of before especially for me to Share.  
Mayor Sword-Heath: CMHA wants to work together and reach out. Our suggestion to connect  
with the local pastors  that connection was immediately taken. The church groups can spread  
the information about CMH and assist them in their efforts to reach volunteers.  
Reaching out to the Migrant workers Council I can reach out and get the two groups together.  
Commissioner Cavazos-Franck: When will the Video be available? I would like to see the video  
when it is ready. 
Commissioner Benard: We’re working on getting the video up. Many of the community leaders  
That were on communicated that they learned things and found out about resources they  
weren’t aware of before the presentation.  The Director shared that there are two new  
Psychologist at the Hospital to help assist with the Mental Challenges in our community. 
Mayor Sword-Heath: There’s a need and a want for continued forums like this. We got a lot  
of community feedback and that was great. We should have more discussions and invite them 
to a Pre-meeting discussion to help keep the community involved. 
 

       III.   Old Business 

1. Mayor Meeting with Breakthrough Urban Ministries:  
                      Tentatively set for pre-meeting (tentatively 5:30p.m.) April 27th Meeting. She thought she  
                       had enough to have a full meeting. We will have final meeting date in the next few days. 

2. Mayor Meeting with Pastors:  
Next Tuesday March 30, 2021 at noon. Katheryn Snewcyuk  from CMHA will be there to help 
spread information through a new resource. I’m really hoping that this helps spread the 
word about the mental health services to speak about what is available.  If you know of a 
pastor that would like to participate get the contact info to Mayor Heath. 

IV. Commissioner Reports: 
Commissioner Benard: I contacted Share the Warmth. They gave some information about  
needed items. The Daily Bread, was also contacted and our church has partnered with them   

                      help with food needs. Share the warmth didn’t need any food, storage was an issue. I also  
                      talked to the priest at Family Ministry they give out food as well. 
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Mayor Sword-Heath: Promedica talked about community gardens?  
Commissioner Boone: We are looking to build some infrastructure. There are some things  
that need to be done. Working with promedica Farms, hoping to get enough education out   
this summer to be able to plant next summer.  Habitat for Humanity, we’re going to work on  
educating the community about planting, harvesting, propagating seeds, etc. They will be on  
Erie Street between Center and South Tecumseh Street. 
Commissioner Harvat: What is PROMEDICA FARMS? 
Commissioner Boone: Promedica farms is a farming site where you can come in and learn.  
It’s on their property. 
Mayor Sword-Heath: I will bring that up during my call tomorrow with the Health Dept.  
A few of us were talking and I would like to throw out for discussion that we can save some  
things for the main meeting. If it’s something that isn’t going to be in the regular meeting, 
we can discuss it during pre-meeting.  
Commissioner Benard:  We can plan and talk about in it the pre-meeting and wait until next 
month and see what we think. The end of June may be the best plan. The meeting with the 
Breakthrough Industries may give us more direction. 
Commissioner Ramos: I think it might be good to push to June. Also I’m going to reach out  
to Premier to see if they are still doing the home ownership seminar. I will also see if I can  
get in contact with Housing First. Maybe we should have presentations during the main  
meeting. 
Commissioner Barron: May is hectic for lots of people. Late June would be great. 
Commissioner Benard: We need to think about topics. Housing, bridging the divide, etc.  
We will vote on it at the next meeting.  
 

V. Public Comment 
Gordon Gauss: City Commission met to discuss the budget. I was distressed that the HRC  
had only requested $1500. IT’S NOT NEARLY ENOUGH. As a commissioner I think you need  
more. It makes me think that you don’t do anything. 
Mayor Sword-Heath: There is some donation money left from First Federal.  
Commissioner Benard: We have not met with the city. We have not submitted and we are 
 still waiting to meet with the city. The other part of that, we have not decided what we’re  
needing.  
Michelle Dewey: The video for the mental health forum will be up tomorrow. The public  
hearing will be set Monday, so the meeting should be  
Elizabeth Salerno: Housing help of Lenawee is the Housing first for Lenawee. We have a  
grant for rental assistance. I wanted to make sure you all know. 

 

VI. Commissioner Comments 
 

VII. Motion to adjourn: 7:03p 

Next HRC Pre-Meeting – April 27th 2021 @ 5:30 p.m. 
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Public Meeting                             
  
 I.   Commissioners Present: 

Mayor Angela Sword-Heath, Commission Andre’a Benard, Commission Joaquin Ramos,  
Commission Ashley Cavazos-Franck, Commission De Angelo Boone, Commission Pat Harvat   

       Commission Christopher Carter, Commission Dylan Barron                    
       
       Commissions Excused Absence: Commission Lindsay Patton    
       
II.  Meeting Minutes: 
      Approval of Pre-Meeting  February 23, 2021                                                             Roll Call Vote 
      Motion: Commissioner Ramos Second:  Commissioner Harvat                               Unanimous Vote    
 

III.  Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes: With necessary corrections.                    Roll Call Vote 
      Motion: Mayor Sword-Heath  Second: Commissioner Ramos                                  Unanimous Vote    
 

IV. Additions to Agenda: None 
 

 V. Approval for Regular Meeting Agenda:                                                                        Roll Call Vote 
      Motion to approve: Commissioner Harvat Second: Commissioner Boone             Unanimous Vote 
 

VI. Old Business  
      Current HRC Updates/Discussion  
       
      Commissioner Benard: Comments on our March 18, 2021 Town Hall Meeting.  
      Commissioner Boone: The opportunity for collaboration was positive.   We learned information to  
      give to the community that they may not be aware of which was educational for me.  CMH’s  
      willingness to collaborate with other organizations and individuals to our community members was  
      enlightening.  
      Commissioner Benard: We had a nice group of people who in attendance , many are asking if we will  
      have something like it in the future. We would like to send the Executive Director a Thank You letter     
      stating our appreciation for her and her staff’s presentation and the excitement that we gathered.   
 

      Planning for the next town hall: Lawyers, 
      Commissioner Benard: We will be planning something in the housing area dealing with banks, 
      Realtors, tenants rights, rental property, and blight. The other area we are considering would be  
      A second Bridging the Divide. We are grateful for the connections we have with Law Enforcement. 
      Reports are positive from our Law Enforcement The Chief, The Sheriff, and other Law Enforcement  
      helping to Keep us safe in our community.  
      The Mayor is having Breakthrough Urban Ministries from Chicago, Ill at our next Pre-meeting.  
      We need a motion to start the April Pre-meeting at 5:30 p.m. on April 27, 2021.        
                                                                                                                                                           Roll Call Vote 
      Motion: Commissioner Ramos Second: Commissioner Boone                                         Unanimous vote 

 

      Mayor’s meeting with Local Pastors: Next Tuesday, March 30, 2021 at noon (12p.m.) All  
      Commissioners  are invited to attend.  
 



City of Adrian– Human Relations Commission 

AGENDA - MEETING – ON ZOOM 
TUESDAY- March 23, 2021     7 p.m. 

 
 
      Commissioner Cavazos-Franck:  Thank you for those that participate in our forums and those 
      that exhibit compassionate and equitable behavior.  For example when we get a report that an  
      officer interaction that would be positive  coming from the HRC with City logo on a card or letter. 
      We are so lucky that we have the kind of Chief that we have to build the culture in that department  
      we have here.  We need to affirm the positive interaction. 
      Mayor Heath asked if we had anything like that with the City Logo on it.  Michelle Dewey said she has  
      some greeting size Card that the HRC  could have.   
       
      Motion to have HRC cards with City letter head for participants of our Forums and to recognize   
      exceptional work in our city.                                                                                             Roll Call Vote  
      Motion: Commissioner Cavazos-Franck Second: Commissioner Harvat                    Unanimous vote  
 
VI. Public Comment   (5minute Limit)  None 
   
VII. Commissioner Comments 

          

         Commissioner Boone: I was looking at Budget in an email, I don’t know if this was last year or July of  
       last year ($6,700). I don’t know if that was a proposed budget for last year or the one we were  
       presenting to the city. 
 

       Commissioner Benard  The Budget we presented to the City for 2021 – 2022 was from last year,  
       when COVID hit  we resubmitted to the City the same budget we did the year before. We will meet  
       with the  City along with the Mayor to discuss this further. 
 

VIII. Announcements:     
        Commissioner Boone received the 2021 MLK award for Community Service.  “Congratulations”  
        For Black History Mont:  Together We Stand community event received a Proclamation from the  
        Governor’s Office along  with our Senator and Representative for Lenawee County. 
        The Month of March if Women’s Month we are observing this. 
         
        Commissioner Boone: If you would like to be a part of Second Sunday on April 11th, 2pm. Second  
        Fridays Zoom and Facebook Live is an open mic Event.  I will forward the information to each of you. 
 

        Commissioner Ramos: Recommends Second Fridays is really exciting. 
 

       Adjournment:  
       Motion to adjourn: 7:40p                                                                                    Unanimous 
 
 

 
Next HRC Meeting – April 27th @ 7p 

 

 


